o
SEA SNAKES OF INDIA

Sea snakes are specialized, venomous reptiles adapted to marine life, with over 25 species found in India's
coastal waters and coral reefs. They belong to two families: Elapidae (true sea snakes) and Laticaudidae (sea
kraits). With laterally compressed bodies and paddle-like tails, they excel in water and can absorb oxygen
through their skin, reducing the need to surface for air. These snakes are important for marine ecosystems,
preying on fish and invertebrates, which helps maintain ecological balance. However, they face threats from
bycatch, habitat degradation, and pollution, making conservation efforts crucial to their survival in Indian
waters.

DIET

Sea snakes have diverse feeding strategies, primarily preying on
small fish, eels, and crustaceans using potent venom. The Blue-
banded Sea Krait focuses on sea eels and mudskippers, while the
hook-nosed sea snake and Yellow-lipped Sea Krait are generalists.
Sea Kraits forage in coral reefs and return to land for digestion,
whereas true sea snakes do not. Their specialized foraging
techniques and chemosensory abilities highlight their crucial
ecological role. maintaining marine ecosystem balance.

REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT

Sea snakes have two main reproductive strategies. Sea kraits Sea snakes in India inhabit various marine
(Laticauda spp.) are oviparous, laying eggs on land and | environments, from coral reefs, €
returning to coastal areas to nest. Most true sea snakes, ;?ﬁ(“'r mangroves, and estuaries, with some
however, are ovoviviparous, giving birth to live young inthe -f’J sp ‘ | yper {s.

ocean, which allows them to complete their life cycle at sea. o - | ' nake
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They typically produce 10 to 30 offspring each breeding - e
cycle, but their generally low reproductive rates make %hjeni
vulnerable to human-indu ced threats.
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