














You can reach out to Imran at
imransamad7@gmail.com, check out his work and

experiences on his website and follow him on
Instagram and X @imran__samad

and constantly struggle to think of simple, palatable, science-based solutions to conserving species. In terms of research, funding is the biggest
challenge; marine research requires plenty of funds – the costs of hiring boats for surveys are colossal, and there are only a few institutes in the
country where you can study marine wildlife.

Advice you would want to give to those who want a career in marine research and conservation...

In the face of a collapsing world, it is more important than ever to study ecological processes in the ocean and develop solutions to conserving
them. With scarce information, every new research provides fascinating insights into how interconnected we are with the oceans. We are lucky
to live in a time when so much data and resources are publicly available for researchers and practitioners. We should learn to incorporate these
with traditional research methods, which can help us understand things at a scale we probably wouldn’t have imagined 20 years ago. In the case
of conservation, the challenge is to bring together the diverse ocean stakeholders and speak in a common tongue; the key here is to work with
people from different backgrounds - researchers, science communicators, vloggers, etc.- who bring in diverse experiences.

mailto:imransamad7@gmail.com
https://imransamad.wixsite.com/website
https://www.instagram.com/imran__samad/




We are happy to share
our comprehensive

report on monitoring sea
turtles in India from

2008 to 2024

Click here to
download the report

http://www.dakshin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Dakshin-Turtle-Report-2024.pdf






















In February, the Department of Environment and Forest
organised a productive regional awareness program at
Kadmat Island, Lakshadweep, led by the Conservation of
Marine Mammals (CMM) team. Dakshin Foundation joined the
initiative in collaboration with the department and conducted
a session on sustainable fisheries and elasmobranch
conservation. The program engaged local fishers in important
discussions on marine conservation and sustainable fishing
practices.

The CMM team conducted an awareness session on marine
mammal conservation, focusing on dolphins found in the
region, and a workshop on species identification for
fishermen. From Dakshin Foundation, Mahaboob Khan CP,
Senior Programme Associate from the Sustainable Fisheries
team, spoke on the importance of pole-and-line tuna fishing
and concerns over unsustainable baitfish fishing.

Mohammed Serfas Khan, Programme Associate from the
Marine Flagships team, introduced the participants to the
newly launched field guide, 8Sharks and Rays of Lakshadweep9
(which you can download here).

This initiative played a vital role in promoting sustainable
fishing, marine biodiversity conservation, and effective
fisheries management. It empowered local fishers with
scientific knowledge and conservation tools for the long-term
sustainability of Lakshadweep’s marine resources.

Healthy oceans and thriving communities
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http://www.dakshin.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Lakshadweep-Sharks-and-Rays-Handbook_Final.pdf








The Marine Flagships team was ecstatic to participate in
the Coast Fest, which was organised last month by OPSA
Trust in collaboration with the Puri Wildlife Division and a
few local NGOs in the region at the Pir Jahania Beach in
Astaranga, Odisha. 

The fest aimed to engage with the local communities
about the importance of coastal biodiversity, preservation
of marine ecosystems, and olive ridley turtle conservation.
We hosted a stall featuring interactive games for children
to highlight the significance of clean beaches, healthy
ecosystems and associated wildlife. Our team also
distributed outreach materials to the visitors, including
guidelines on Do’s and Don’ts when encountering turtles.

Check out this paper titled ‘A megafauna in
distress: Unsustainable exploitation of tiger sharks
in the Arabian Sea and implications for
conservation’ by Abisha C, Muralikrishna
Gurugubelli, T.A Arundhathy, K.Ranjeet, Neelesh
Dahanukar and Rajeev Raghavan, that throws
light on the fishery and population dynamics of
tiger sharks and their exploitation status.

Before
you go...

Coast Fest in Odisha
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https://kwnsfk27.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fauthors.elsevier.com%2Fc%2F1khXS1R~eaOAU/1/0102019552a292c9-6e6c6c7c-0ab8-4732-ba16-021fe6e0590a-000000/CapkuRFyotTZbbFXnTwl4rkjTAg=415




Stay updated on the marine world by subscribing to Not Just Soup! 
You can also reach out to us at marineflagships@dakshin.org.
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